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Sharon Vocke, instrumental music 
teacher at Northeast Middle School, 
was honored as Bristol’s 2018 Teacher 

of the Year during a reception at the Board of 
Education on October 12. As early as fourth 
grade, Vocke knew she wanted to be a teacher 
and she has been teaching for 29 years, 
with seven of those in Bristol. Throughout 
her tenure she has inspired many students 
musically which has translated into her 
students succeeding in music and academics. 
Here are her words on the honor. 

“Wow. Teacher of the Year. What an 
honor! I’m so grateful to the committee that 
chose me and to all the teachers I get to work 
with every day, and to the fantastic music 
department I get to be a part of. I teach three 
bands during the day, 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade, and I teach all the members of those 
bands how to play their instrument, how to 
read music, and how to play in an ensemble, 
which means watching the conductor, 
listening to the other musicians, and playing 
expressively, all while interpreting the 
complex symbols on the page and playing 
their instrument.” 

I also teach several groups outside the 
school day. Th ese are open to students by 
audition, as the music is more challenging. 
Th ese groups work hard and have more 
performance opportunities.

My greatest hope as Teacher of the Year 
is to pay it forward. My band teachers gave 
me an abundance of time and attention 
because they knew music changes lives and I 

want to do the same for my students.
Here’s my mission. I would like more 

families to understand the opportunity 
their child has in the Bristol Public Schools. 
Students here are off ered fi ve years of music 
lessons, from grades 4-8, as well as the 
ensemble (band) programs from grades 
4-12. If you were to study privately and be 
part of a band outside of school, it would 
cost $1800 or more per year. For the fi ve 
years lessons are off ered, that would add 
up to $9000! Taking an instrument is the 
best way to become musically literate. Every 
student should be taking advantage of this.

It’s very important for parents to 
encourage band students to practice daily, 
especially for the fi rst two or three years. 
Just a simple reminder will do – and please 
don’t expect your child to discover how 
much fun it is until they can get around on 
their instrument. Please understand that 
this is demanding work, especially for the 
fi rst few years. If you support and encourage 
your child’s practice early on, you’ll hear and 
see the rewards. Whatever you do, don’t let 
your child quit. Th at’s the biggest mistake. 
I’ve heard HUNDREDS of people say they 
wish they hadn’t quit their instrument, but 
no one is ever glad they did. Persevere!

Th is endeavor is about hard work, not 
talent. What a great thing it is when the kids 

who work the hardest get to have the best 
experience…and eventually, the most fun! 
Don’t let your child miss out. 

2018 Teacher of the Year, Sharon Vocke.

Teach With
Passion and Purpose

Here’s my mission. I would like more families to understand 
the opportunity their child has in the Bristol Public Schools. 

My greatest hope as Teacher of the Year is to pay it forward. 
My band teachers gave me an abundance of time and 
attention because they knew music changes lives and 
I want to do the same for my students.
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A Message From the 
Superintendent of Schools 

Bristol Board of Education
Superintendent of Schools:
Dr. Susan Kalt-Moreau 

Chairperson: 
Mr. Christopher Wilson

Vice-Chairperson:
Mrs. Karen Vibert

Secretary: 
Mrs. Karen Hintz
Mr. Jeff  Caggiano
Mrs. Jennifer Dube
Mr. Joe Grabowski
Mr. Th omas O'Brien
Mr. David Scott
Mrs. Tina Taylor

Dear Bristol Residents,

When making decisions I always ask myself “Is this the best thing for students”?

I am honored to work with our students, families, staff  and community as 
we continue to improve our practice as educators and the learning opportunities 

and achievement of our students. Th e Bristol Public Schools have been recognized for our 
distinction as a data-driven decision-making district. Our compass for improvement is 
directly related to the needs of our students. 

We are committed to working with students, parents, teachers, staff , administrators, 
Board of Education members, City offi  cials, service providers, and all community members 
who support the needs of our learners.  Th e work of educating children is challenging work 
and, as such, requires total commitment from all of us. In order for our students to be most 
successful, parents and guardians and members of the community at-large must be active 
partners in the education of our children. As a community of teachers and learners, we will 
prepare our students for their adult lives in the 21st century, a world that is ever-changing.

 In tandem with our families we teach students about the importance of their character as 
an attribute of successful social and emotional health as well as academically challenging our 
students to reach for their goals, and helping them understand the importance of persistence 
and resilience as necessary skills in their futures.

Bristol students benefi t from a rigorous academic program, taught by our talented and 
highly eff ective teachers. Th e curricula are fully aligned with state, national, and Connecticut 
Core Standards. Instructional programs are student-centered, with a focus on the needs 
of each individual learner. We continue to develop common formative and summative 
assessments for every course off ering, enabling our professional staff  to consistently monitor 
student progress over time and to provide eff ective learning interventions when needed. 

I look forward to my continued work with the Bristol community.   I am excited to 
continue to make the Bristol Public Schools a model of public education success.   I 
am inspired by our students and confi dent that they will continue to impress us 
with their performance in the classroom, on the athletic fi eld, in our theaters, and 
in their volunteerism in the community. I care deeply about our students, staff , and 
school system.   It is my responsibility to assure that all of our students participate 
in learning opportunities that will assist them in fulfi lling their hopes and dreams. 

Most sincerely,

Susan Kalt Moreau, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools

The Caring About People Mentor 
program in the Bristol Public 
Schools needs your help. The 

program, now under the direction of Sarah 
Mitchell, is actively looking for new mentors.  
The Caring About People program is a 
school-based, one-on-one, program that takes 
place during the school day. The time 
commitment is one day a week, for one hour, 

during the academic year. Mentors aid in 
elevating a student’s self-esteem, providing a 
listening ear, and acting as a positive role model 
in the student’s life. Many of our mentors start 
with their student in elementary school and 
continue until high school graduation. There 
are approximately 150 students enrolled in 
the program, throughout the district, with a 
waiting list of at least 50 students. The belief 

that every child needs someone who believes in 
them is the driving force of the program. If you 
are interested or would like more information, 
please contact Sarah Mitchell at 860.584.7043 
or sarahmitchell@ci.bristol.ct.us  

Bristol Students Need You

• Tutor
• PTA
• PTO
• Booster Club

• Mentor
• Volunteer Coach
• Offi  ce Helper

What can you do…
to volunteer in 
our schools?
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This year, Hubbell School celebrated 
its third Multicultural Day on 
Friday, October 20. Each grade 

was assigned a country and students spent 
time that week exploring the unique traits 
and traditions each country had to offer. 
Students were encouraged to share their own 
cultural backgrounds on family crests that 
were displayed around the school. At the end 
of the week, each grade had the opportunity 
to participate in crafts, dance, and interactive 
activities from several different countries. 
Everyone came together as a school and 
shared new found knowledge of the world 
in a town meeting. Each first grader painted 
a rock that symbolized how they would heal 
the world and presented these to the school 
while students sang “Heal The World” by 
Michael Jackson. Each classroom designed a 
special rock to represent what they can do to 
make the world a better place. The day ended 
with a multicultural parade where students 

proudly showcased their crest as they walked 
around the school path. The hope was to 

empower students to embrace the world 
around them and make it a kinder place. 

Multicultural Day: The Diversity of the World

Evan, a fourth grader, shows off the craft 
project students partook in.

Fifth grader Harry participates at Hubbell’s 
multicultural day.

New Location to 
Learn New Skills 

The Transition Program for young 
adults receiving special services, 
ages 18-21, recently moved to more 

spacious quarters at Bristol Central High 
School. The young adults were very excited 
with the “apartment-like” set-up to the 
room. Funds for a brand new stainless steel 
stove were generously donated by the Men 
and Boy’s Fund as well as the Women and 
Girl’s Fund of the Main Street Community 
Foundation. Bob’s Discount Furniture 
Charitable Foundation also donated a sizable 
gift card to enable the program to buy a 
dining room table and living room furniture.

On Thursday, October 19, Greene-
Hills School held their inaugural 
Tunnel of Hope. The Tunnel of 

Hope, based on the nationwide program, 
“Kids at Hope”, brought the community 
together to show students we believe in them 
and we know they will succeed. Shifting 
the label from “youth at risk”, which has 
a negative connotation, to “kids at hope” 
allows students to see the potential inside 
themselves and they are capable of success. 
To assist the reversal of the idea of “at 
risk”, staff and parents will be trained in 
methods and develop skills to help enhance 
the success of students. The Mayor, Bristol 
police and firefighters, PTA members, 
the Superintendent, Board of Education 
Chairmen, and many other community 
members attended the assembly to show 
students that we believe all students are 
capable of success, NO EXCEPTIONS!

Hope at the end of the Tunnel 

Students get high fives and words of encourage-
ment as they run through the Tunnel of Hope.



SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION        Bristol Public Schools
4

Mayor’s Trophy winning fl oat.

Mums the Word

This year’s Mum Parade saw over 
100 fl oats from local school groups, 
veterans’ organizations, scout 

groups, businesses, just to name a few. 
The festival’s theme was “Home Is Where 
The Heart Is”. Many of the Bristol schools 
participated and entered fl oats. Edgewood 
School was awarded the Mayor’s Trophy 
this year at the 2017 Mum Parade. Thanks 
go out to the many student, teacher and 
parent volunteers who spent countless hours 

creating the amazing fl oat and marching in 
the Mum Parade. Congratulations on a job 
well done!

Other schools that participated and were 
award recognition were the marching bands 
at Central and Eastern High Schools who 
placed third in their category, Mountain 
View School who received Best Use of 
Festival Th eme and South Side School who 
placed fi rst in Best Youth for fl oat awards.

Speak Up and Let your Voice Be Heard

This fall, West Bristol K-8 School took 
time to inspire and empower both 
the middle school and elementary 

age students. On Friday, October 20, 
2017, West Bristol Middle School students 
participated in a lively assembly presented 
by Rob Rudewicz, a presenter from the 
Sandy Hook Promise speaking on behalf 
of the “Say Something” Program. The “Say 
Something” program reinforces the power 
young people have to prevent tragedies 
and save lives when they say something 
to a trusted adult. Mr. Rudewicz spoke 
to students in the hope of empowering 
and encouraging them to say something 
that could potentially prevent and protect 
fellow classmates from harm. The program 
consistently reiterates the importance of 
being an Upstander; one who stands up to 
someone, befriends another student who is 
being bullying or who tells a trusted adult 

when they have heard something threatening 
verses being a Bystander; one who overhears 
stories of cyberbullying or who may have 
participated in conversations that mocked 
other classmates, declines to get involved, for 
one reason or another. 

Sharing the Joys of Reading 
On Th ursday November 9, 2017 students in 

kindergarten through grade 5 participated 
in a literacy event called “Stories and 
Snacks”. Th e children were allowed to invite 
their parents or a special guest to come in 
and read with them. Over 220 guests were 
treated to listening to the students read 
to them and enjoy some delicious treats 
together. A great time was had by students, 
teachers and especially their special guests!

Group reading time. Sharing the joys of reading .

Fifty Years and Counting

Ivy Drive Elementary School celebrated 
its 50th Anniversary with a Walk for 
the Ivy and Open House on Saturday, 

September 30, 2017. Ivy Drive families 
and guests walked around the neighborhood 
and were invited into the cafeteria to share 
stories and watch an anniversary celebration 
video with Ivy Drive faculty, staff, parents 
and students. 

One fun bit of information from Ivy 
Drive’s anniversary has been that only 

three principals 
have overseen the 
school: Mr. Hugh 
Dill; Mr. Tony 
Acampora; and 
Dr. RoseAnne 
O’Brien Vojtek. 
“It is rare to have 
a school that has 
had only three principals in 50 years. Th e 
school has a high retention rate of faculty 

and staff  as well.” said Dr. Vojtek.
Th e same can be said for the parents 

and students of Ivy Drive. Th ere have been 
many former students who have moved back 
to the area so their children can also attend 
the school. For example, the current PTA 
president attended Ivy Drive School when 
Tony Acampora was principal, and now 
she has two girls who attend the school. Ivy 
Drive School as had 50 years of success and 
looks forward to many more. 

kindergarten through grade 5 participated 
in a literacy event called “Stories and 
Snacks”. Th e children were allowed to invite 
their parents or a special guest to come in 
and read with them. Over 220 guests were 
treated to listening to the students read 
to them and enjoy some delicious treats 
together. A great time was had by students, 
teachers and especially their special guests!

Th e same can be said for the parents 
and students of Ivy Drive. Th ere have been 
many former students who have moved back 
to the area so their children can also attend 
the school. For example, the current PTA 
president attended Ivy Drive School when 
Tony Acampora was principal, and now 
she has two girls who attend the school. Ivy 
Drive School as had 50 years of success and 
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Manufacturing Mania

On Friday, October 6, 2017 twenty-
seven Northeast Middle School 
Engineering and Technology 

students attended Manufacturing Mania in 
Groton. The event was part of the Connecticut 
Dream It Do It Initiative, an effort to 
get students interested in manufacturing 
related careers. Representatives from 
government and industry urged students to 
consider a future in manufacturing by choosing 
an educational path that includes 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math).

Technology Education teachers 
Vince Jennetta and David Luchina 
supervised as students participated in 
several collaborative hands-on/minds-
on activities, including simulated factory 
experiences and engineering challenges. 
Students explored concepts such as 
resource management, budgeting and 
ordering, production sequence, quality 
control, problem solving, trouble shooting, 
and the engineering design process. A 
highlight of the fi eld trip was the exhibit 
area where our students interacted with 
representatives from technical high schools 

and colleges, and owners and employees of 
local manufacturing companies. Students 
received a wealth of information and 
experience, as well as having their eyes 

opened to the educational opportunities 
and employment possibilities in the world 
of modern high-tech manufacturing. 

Northeast Middle School students learn about the fi eld of manufacturing..

Bristol Preparatory Academy was 
fortunate to secure a grant through 
InterACT, the education department 

at the Hartford Stage for twenty three students 
this year. Students will not only be exposed 
to live theater, but will also be involved in 
six highly engaging, collaborative, hands-on, 
acting and teaching workshops throughout 
the year. On October 3, students attended 

and enjoyed 
S h a k e s p e a r e ’s 
A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream. 
Facilitated by 
Aureia Clunie, the 
Education Associate 
for Student Audiences, the pre-workshop 
provided students with the necessary 

background on characters, setting, diction, 
and theater etiquette. The post-workshop 
provided students with a chance to freely 
discuss the  director’s choices ask lingering 
questions and excitedly discuss the experience 
as a whole. Students are looking forward 
to more workshops as well as viewing A 
Christmas Carol, and Feeding the Dragon in 
November and February.

Off  to the Theatre

In early November, students at Stafford 
School mailed two copy-paper boxes full 
of candy to members of the military 

serving overseas. Students 
generously donated much of 
their candy from Halloween.  
They also made cards and 
letters to show gratitude to our 

service members. This collection 
started at the school last year, when 
the school sent treats and cards to 
the uncle of a Stafford student, 
who is serving in the Air Force 
in Turkey.  Students and staff are 

thrilled to support our troops! 

Treats for the Troops

Sweet treats for the troops.
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The American Legion Post #2 stands with the Colors.

The entire South Side School 
community came together to 
celebrate Veterans Day a few days 

early on Wednesday, November 8.  It was 
a combined effort of the community, staff 
members, and the fifth grade chorus. Many 
of the staff and students sent in pictures of 
family members which were made into a 
movie and played while everyone entered 
the gymnasium.  Over sixty guest veterans 
and their families were invited and presented 
with American flags before the ceremony 
began.  Veterans from the American Legion 
Post #2 presented the Colors followed by 
the National Anthem performed by the fifth 
grade chorus. Students from the community 
club read essays and poems followed by the 
Armed Forces salute. All the guests were 
invited to stay afterward for refreshments 
and catch up with fellow veterans.

Honoring and Celebrating Veterans

Students in Marcy Deschaine’s third grade class, at Mountain View Elementary, soon 
will be benefiting from new learning materials thanks to one resident of Meridian 
Towers. Resident, Noella Nuzzo, held a drawing for a quilt she made to help support 

Deshaine’s Donor Choose Grant efforts. Deschaine’s  Mountain View students visit Meridian 
Towers each year on The Day of Caring and this was their way to give back and show they 
“care” about the students too.

The now fully funded grant will provide 8 stools for the classroom that can be easily 
moved around the room for group learning and a math organizer with storage bins to use 
materials that are needed when solving math problems.

Bristol Resident Supports 
Donor Choose Grant 

Noella Nuzzo holds up the quilt she made for the 
drawing to benefit Mountain View students.

At Chippens Hill Middle School, 
helping students succeed comes in 
many forms. When students are in 

need  of  clothing  items, shoes and other 
necessities they find their way to the School 
Guidance Department. Mrs. Skaradosky 
runs the CHMS Cousins Closet, a resource 
for clothes, shoes and other necessities.  No 
questions are asked except, “Is there anything 
else I can do to help?” For many students 

this resource is a lifeline. The generosity of 
the students, staff and community maintain 
the “store” in stock with what students may 
need. The clothing is given to students 
experiencing some challenges in their lives. In 
middle school appearance is very important, 
and providing this service allows students 
access to clothing and shoes that they might 
not be able to afford. It is organized like a 
small boutique so that they get the feel of a 

real shopping experience.  

Special thanks to the Quota Club of 
Bristol, Mr. Dabkowski of Bristol Savers, 
and all of the staff who contributed to 
Chippens Hill Middle School Cousins 
Closet.  If you wish to contribute or would 
like more information, please contact Susan 
Skaradosky 860-584-3881.

Sharp Dressing Students 
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Bristol Eastern AVID (Advancement 
Via Individual Determination) 
attended the Reality Fair at Goodwin 

College on October 25.  AVID is a fourth 
through twelfth-grade system to prepare 
students in the academic middle for four-
year college eligibility. It has a proven track  
record in bringing out the best in students, 
and in closing the achievement gap. The 
Reality Fair (or “Financial Reality Fair”) 
was an interactive financial literacy tool for 
high school students to experience some of 
the financial challenges they will face when 
they start life on their own. It’s a hands-
on experience in which students identify 
their career choice and starting salaries 
then complete a budget sheet requiring 
them to live within their monthly salary 
while paying for basics such as housing, 
utilities, transportation, clothing, and 
food. Additional expenditures such as 
entertainment and travel were factored in as 
well.  Throughout the fair, there were many 
temptations for additional spending, and 

students learned to balance their wants and 
needs to live on their own. After the students 
visited various booths covering components 

of independent living, students balanced 
their budget, and sat down with a financial 
counselor for review.

The Cost of the Real World

Eastern students learn the skills need for making responsible fiscal decisions.

Bristol Family Resource Centers 
underwent a re-accreditation 
process and successfully achieved 

recognition as a Blue Ribbon Parents As 
Teachers (PAT) Affiliate Designation!  
To achieve Blue Ribbon Affiliate status 
Bristol FRCs exceeded all 17 essential 
requirements and met 90% of the 100 best 
practice standards. The minimal requirement 
to be awarded this status is achieving only 
75% of the standards. PAT is a national 
organization with standards of excellence in 
parenting education providing home visits, 
research based outcome curriculum and 
best practice and all Parent Educators are 
certified by them.

Bristol Family Resource Centers, located 
at Greene-Hills School, South Side School, 
and West Bristol School are three of about 
70 FRCs funded largely by grants from the 
State Department of Education. Every FRC 
is required to build its programming around 

seven core components. These components 
have a strong emphasis on early childhood 
development, positive youth development, 

and the support and education of parents 
and caregivers.

Blue Ribbon Status 

From left to right: Sandra Godin, Sarah Holmes, Gail Zimmermann, Lead Parent Educators 
and Linda Rich, FRC Director.
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 • On October 6, approximately 20 students 
from Bristol Eastern, Bristol Central, 
and Bristol Prep attended a fi eld trip 
to DaCruz Manufacturing in Bristol. 
Students were given an overview of what 
the manufacturing industry is all about 
and learned about the wide range of 
employment and career opportunities 
available within manufacturing. One 
group was lucky enough to have a former 
BCHS student as their tour guide! After 
the tour, students were able to network 
with DaCruz management and employees 
over lunch provided by DaCruz. 

 • On October 24, 40 students from 
Bristol Central and Bristol Eastern High 
Schools who had an interest in careers in 
the medical fi eld, attended a Distracted 
Driving Program at Bristol Hospital. Th e 
purpose of the event was not only for 
students to learn about diff erent careers in 
the medical fi eld but also to learn about 
the possible eff ects of drunk driving and 
driving while texting. Students were 
put into groups and rotated through six 
stations that included: EMT’s, Radiology, 
the Operating Room, and the Emergency 
Room. Th ey also got to test out simulation 
mannequins that talk, have a heart beat 
and can experience symptoms. Th e event 
ended with a powerful message from one 
of the ER nurses who discussed what 
it is like to speak to parents who have 
just lost their children to a drunk or 
distracted driving accident. Th e students 
enjoyed the experience and felt that it 
helped them get a clearer picture of what 
it is like to work in the medical fi eld.

 • Bristol Central InterAct Club served 
dinner and socialized with seniors at the 
Bristol Senior Center 50th Anniversary 
Celebration, volunteered with the Rotary 
Club and Indian Rock Nature Center at 
the Mum Festival Parade, and led tours of 
young families on the “Trailside Tales” at 
Barnes Nature Center.

 • Edgewood H.E.R.O. initiative is 
showing positive results. An Edgewood 
Hero is a student who is Here Everyday 
Ready and On time. Edgewood won the 
district’s monthly attendance challenge 
for September and the On Time Arrival 
challenge for October. 

 • BEHS AVID toured UCONN on 
September 28. Students met up with 
BEHS AVID alumni Rochelle and 
Felicity, who are currently freshmen. 

 • A new clothing drive partnership was 
created between Bristol Preparatory 
Academy, the ACCESS Program, and 
Bristol Adult Education. ACCESS seniors 
Tanysha Washington and Taylor Johnson, 
organized and oversaw a two week long free 

clothing boutique as their senior service 
learning project. Th e clothing left over 
from the boutique was brought to Bristol 
Eastern High School and handed off  to 
the students in the ASEP II Program. Th e 
ASEP students organized and delivered 
the donation to its fi nal destination, Th e 
BEHS Closet.

 • Greene-Hills PTA and Watch D.O.G.S. 
(Dads Of Great Students) put on a Trunk 
or Treat and Haunted House for close to 
500 students and family members. 

 • October 11, Bristol Central seniors 
participated in workshops centered on 
post-secondary planning. Workshops 
included: College Essay Writing, Credit 
Cards: Th e Good, the Bad, and the Ugly, 
Job Applications/Resume Writing; Life as 
a College Student Roundtable Discussion 
and College Applications. 

 • Over 40 Bristol Central seniors visited Tunxis 
Community College as part of the Tunxis 
Preview Day. Students spent the morning 
learning about the admissions process and 
various degree and certifi cate off erings. 

Community CONNECTION

Students from Eastern, Central, and Bristol Prep 
see manufacturing fi rst hand.

Bristol Central InterAct students at the 
Mum Parade.

Students Robert, Zachary, Parker, and Seth 
helping with the BE Closet.

ACCESS Senior, Taylor, proudly shows the 
clothing items that have been donated.

Greene-Hills turned into a spooky haunted house.
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Community CONNECTION

 • Lancer Nation is in its second year at 
Bristol Eastern. The Lancer Nation 
program is designed to help freshmen 
transition to high school. Mentors, made 
up of juniors and seniors, are stationed in 
freshmen home rooms to help freshmen 
with the day to day happenings of high 
school. Mentors attended a training 
session in the summer and were on hand 
during freshmen orientation to meet the 
freshmen, answer questions and show 
students to their classes.

 • All members of the 8th grade bands 
from the two middle schools and the 
two k-8s went to New London to hear a 
performance by the United States Coast 
Guard Band. For many of these students, 
this is the only time they have ever heard a 
professional band.

 • Over 50 Bristol Central Team Quest 
freshmen took part in a team-building 
field trip to Pine Lake Challenge Course 
on September 21. Students had the 
opportunity to take part in both low-
ropes and high-ropes obstacles with their 
teachers and classmates. 

 • The grand opening, of the City Hall All 
Art Gallery took place on Wednesday, 
October 18. The exhibit of student 
artwork represents every public school 
in the City of Bristol and is located on 
the third floor, near the Mayor’s Office. 
This is a rolling display with the artwork, 
changing periodically, showcases pieces 
from many of our students. 

 • 40 Bristol Central seniors volunteered in 
classrooms at South Side Elementary School.

 • A handful of Bristol Central students spent 
the day shadowing at Bristol Technical 
High School to learn about their post-
graduate program offerings.

 • Two new clubs at Bristol Eastern are 
LEAD & BE Clean. LEAD, Leaders and 
Empowerers in Authenticity and Diversity, 
kicked off their club by creating sHERO-
grams which were nice sayings by kids for 
kids and they were handed out during class 
with a little candy. The BE Clean Club is 
an organization for students who choose 
to live a healthy, substance free life and 
students who have a loved one struggling 

with addiction or in recovery. Their motto 
is Be Clean–Be Mindful–Stop the Stigma.

 • BE & Beyond, a teacher and administrator 
group at Bristol Eastern, participated in 
the annual “Family Day at Cambridge 
Park” celebration in August. Teachers and 
administrators were able to meet current 
and future Bristol Eastern families. 

 • BE & Beyond is working on setting up a 
game/craft night to be held at Cambridge 
Park sometime after Thanksgiving. In 
the past these nights were filled with fun. 
Teachers and administrators work on their 
favorite crafts and games with children from 
the Boys & Girls Club at Cambridge Park.

 • Reggie Gonzales, a seventh grader at 
Greene-Hills placed first in a state meet 
for cross country. 

 • 50 Greene-Hills seventh and eighth grade 
students attended The Great Debate in 
Bridgeport. They were able to watch 
Yale University and Howard University 
participate in a debate.

Central students learn about teamwork.

Middle school band students listen to the United 
States Coast Guard band.

Central students volunteering at South  
Side School

Opening of the City Hall Art Gallery

Seventh grader, Reggie, at State Cross  
Country meet

Greene-Hills students learn about the  
debate process
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 • Bristol Eastern senior, Amari Floyd, scored 
three perfect rounds at the Capital Area 
Math League.

 • Greene-Hills Family Resource Center held 
a Math and Muffins event in November for 
GHS parents. Gina Rivera, district math 
coach, presented strategies that parents 
could use with their children at home, and 
ways to promote a growth mindset.

 • Bristol Central High School’s Madrigal 
Singers performed November 18 with 
Connecticut Choral Artists (CONCORA), 
a professional choir based in New Britain. 
The Madrigal Singers were one of three 
high school chamber choirs invited to 
participate in CONCORA’s concert 
named, Extraordinary Choral Masterworks.

 • Students taking Spanish at Chippens Hill 
Middle School learned about Día de los 
Muertos (“Day of the Dead”). Students 
gained an understanding of the Mexican 
perspective on the cycle of life and death 
and how this pertains to their celebration 
of Día de los Muertos. Students used 
the information they learned about the 
traditions and symbols of the celebration 
of Día de los Muertos to make an ofrenda 
of their own. 

One example of the Día de los Muertos displays 
at Chippens Hill.

Community CONNECTION

Our schools impart on our students 
the importance of maintaining 
attendance, completing homework 

assignments, and actively learning throughout 
the school day. These elements help prepare 
students for academic challenges during 
their time in school. Along with educating 
in the classroom and growing strong healthy 
minds, times for play, such as recess, help in a 
student’s wellbeing and academic achievement 
in the classroom. 

Research suggests that recess allows 
students to increase their physical activity, 
recharge their batteries, and focus on 
interacting with fellow classmates, increasing 
a student’s overall wellbeing. Developing a 
means to communicate, interact, and share, 
one-on-one, in a world with increasing 
technology is a valuable skill for students 
to have. Sharing conversations is a positive 
way to learn about classmates, develop 
friendships, and cope with bullying. South 
Side School, thanks to the 2017 Fifth Grade 
graduating class, now has a Buddy Bench for 
students to sit on during recess if they wish 
to talk and meet new friends. West Bristol, 
through a recent Donor Choose grant, will 
also be having benches installed for students.

For other students, being active during 
recess is a better fit for them. “Burning off 
energy” by running, jumping, throwing 
around a ball, or making up their own game, 
allows them to come back to class less fidgety 
and better able to focus on learning. With 
these activities, students are communicating, 
finding ways to compromise, using their 
imagination, and developing leadership 
skills. Unfortunately, Mountain View and 
Hubbell, have unsafe playground equipment 

at their school and have found other means 
for their students to actively play until new 
equipment can be purchased. To find out 
how you can help, please contact the schools 
directly. 

Providing students with the time to take 
a break from academic learning, allows them 
the freedom to recharge, reset, refocus, and 
improve academic success. 

A Time To Play and Make Friends

Students can meet new friends at the Buddy Bench at South Side School.
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Giving Back

 • During the month of September, students 
at Ellen P. Hubbell elementary School 
collected coins as part of their “Hubbell 
Hounds Help Houston” fundraiser to 
support those affected by Hurricane 
Harvey. The final collection was $501! 

 • Lancer Nation raised $130 for childhood 
cancer by selling yellow ribbons.

 • Edgewood School PTA donated 32 books 
to the WOW Book Mobile. 

 • Kelly McCabe, math teacher at Bristol 
Central High School, was honored 
at the Heritage United Pentecostal 
Church on September 10 as part of 
their Teacher Appreciation Celebration. 
He was nominated and chosen for his 
commitment to the students of Bristol 
as well as his participation in the Bristol 
community. Mr. McCabe received a $500 
check for classroom supplies and activities 
as well as a certificate from the mayor.

 • Bristol Central High School InterAct Club 
raised $7,000 during their Charity Cycling 
Challenge in April and donated the money 
to the Bristol Special Olympics. 

 • Lancer Nation was able to raise $129.55 
that will be donated to Alex’s Lemonade 
Stand Foundation through the sale of 
yellow ribbons. They will be hosting a toy 
drive in the months of November and 
December to be donated to CCMC and 
Yale for children going through treatment.

 • South Side School students hosted a 
‘Coins for a Cause’ coin drive to support 
all victims of recent hurricanes. Thanks to 
the leadership of Mrs. Costa’s class, school 

raised over $1,000 in coins was donated 
to an elementary school in Texas and The 
American Red Cross. 

 • Miss Pistritto, Spanish teacher at 
Chippens Hill Middle School, teamed up 
with other Spanish teachers all over the 
USA to support teachers and students in 
Puerto Rico following Hurricane Maria. 
Miss Pistritto and her students organized a 
fundraiser to collect gift cards to Walmart 
and Walgreens. Students worked during 
lunch to collect donations and to create 
hand-made cards. Together they raised 
$1,320.00. A “thank you” goes out to 
Harvest Bakery and Bristol Walmart for 
donating snacks for student volunteers. 

 • South Side School participated in ‘Go 
Gold for Children’s Cancer’ day on 
September 29, 2017. Students were 
invited to wear their pajamas to school and 
make a suggested donation of $1.00. Staff 
was encouraged to wear gold to school to 
show their support of children’s cancer 
awareness. Additionally, all members of 
our school community were invited to 
donate new children’s pajamas which 
were donated to Connecticut Children’s 
Medical Center to support children going 
through cancer treatment. In total South 
Side School collected over 200 pairs of 
new pajamas and raised $450 which was 

used to buy gift cards for children who 
are currently being treated for cancer at 
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. 
Special thanks to a group of retired South 
Side staff members who donated an 
additional 45 pairs of pajamas. 

 • Friends of Rachel (FOR), a club that 
focuses on spreading kindness, is off to 
a great start this year with 110 members 
at Bristol Eastern. The FOR club has 
collected for hurricane relief sending items 
to Texas and Puerto Rico, pajamas for the 
children’s hospital, ran a free community 
car wash, and started a Relay for Life team 
called “Lancers for Life”. The overall goal 
is to spread kindness to one individual at a 
time, starting a chain reaction. 

 • The Greene-Hills School Art Club raised 
$225.00 for local charities by selling 
Hot Chocolate Sundae Mix and Painted 
Pumpkins during the October Parent 
Teacher Conferences.

Chippens Hill students supporting the 
fundraising efforts for Puerto Rico. Madison, 
Jenna,  Alexandra,  Christina,  Leann,  Alexa, 
Natalie, Miss Diana Pistritto,  Nathalia,  Olivia, 
Ixaly, Hunter, Joey, Nick, Pushpita (not in photo), 
Gabriella (not in photo).

Giovanna, Iris, Hanna, Leslie, Callie, Lacey, 
Madison, Justin, Alex, and Julia hosting a car 
wash fundraiser.

Hubbell students raising funds to help Houston.
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In the past two months, Bristol Central 
embarked on a journey. This journey 
was not long or arduous, yet it was 

one that united our school and 
transformed lives.

For the fi rst 
time, all of our 
students, faculty, 
and staff  would 
be reading the 
same book: A 
Chance in the 
World, by Steve 
P e m b e r t o n . 
Everyday a 
video was 
played and we 
would listen 
together as a 

teacher or student read to us. For twenty 
minutes we were all one. 

 At fi rst, not all were impressed by 
the “One Book, One School” idea. Some 
teachers grumbled that it took up class time; 
students complained that that they didn’t 
like to read. But once the program got 
going, there were few who weren’t hooked. 
Steve Pemberton’s harrowing stories of his 
abusive childhood and search for his family 
touched us all. We felt for him, and we 
began to feel for each other. We became 
more aware of the fact that everyone has 
their own story and often that story may be 
one of intense trials. 

For weeks we listened to the tales of 
Steve’s life; we mourned for his losses and 
rejoiced at his triumphs. But it was not 
the end once we fi nished the novel. On 
November 3rd, Steve Pemberton visited 
Bristol Central. Th e school was buzzing all 
day; the man we had gotten to know so well 
would get a chance to know us. 

Like with the book, the whole school 
was in attendance at assembly. Steve took 
the center of the gym and elaborated on his 
story. He emphasized that even though we 
cannot always control what we are given in 
this life, it is our responsibility to change it. 
Above all, he urged us to dream. 

Towards the end of the assembly, 
Steve Pemberton took questions from the 

audience. Each answer he gave was not 
a short phrase, but rather a whole new 
story, each with its own meaning. Th e 
last person to speak to him was Anthony 
Sanmartin. Instead of posing a question to 
Steve, he took his time to thank him. He 

described how the book inspired him to be 
a better person. I think most of us would 
say the same.

Written by Zoe Sinclair

One Book, One School

Titania and Zoe with Steve Pemberton.

I’deara asking Steve Pemberton a question during the Q&A session .

time, all of our 
students, faculty, 


